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IE T my real Zeal, attone 
"il for my ſeeming Preſump- 
* — tion, if I, who am one * 
— vou, muſt humbly take the 
Liberty to give you a Word of Advice 
concerning the Election you are going 
about; if Members may ſubmiſſively 
adviſe their Head, I hope a Fellow- 
B ſubject 


"CEE 
ſubject may have leave to offer ſome 
Things to you, which, if regarded, may 


de of Service to you, if not, I have 


acquitted my {elf of my Duty. At 
preſent, Parties fun to ſuch a Height, 
both in Town and Country, that- it's 
impoſſihle, but what I write, muſt prove 
offenſive to one ſide ; notwithſtanding 
this, I am ready to ſtand the Cenſure 
of ſome, ſo as J do but diſcharge my 
Duty in regard to the Publick if that 
is happy, I ſhall ſhare in its Happi- 
neſs; if otherwiſe, I cannot eſcape be- 
ing involved in the ſame Fate ; neither 
would I by difffonourably frariog in 
the Plunder of it, I have ſo much love 
for my Country, as to deſire rather to 
ſink with it, then ſurvive with the ig- 
nominious Name of a Betrayer of it. 


Let this, Gentlemen, ſerve as an Argu- | 


ment to convince you, that J ſhall ad- 
vance nothing, but what I think is the 


| Nation's Intereſt, and conſequently that 


of every private Perſon. Tis the pure 


Love I bear to my Country, that car- 


rics me on to lay before you my Advice 


— (7) 


in this important Affair. I hope from 
whatever hand it comes, you will not 


deſpiſe wholſome Counſel, which may 
reſtore our Affairs at Home, and raiſe 
publick Credit Abroad. 


Tis not long ſince we have had a 
certain Proſpe& of a new .Parliament 
to be chofen by you, and I thank 
God we are now paſt the fear of an 
At to prolong the late Parliament, 
which I may venture to ſay, went as 
amicably Hand in Hand with the Mi- 
niſtry as it could wiſh, and how con- 
ſiſtent ſuch a Parliament is with the 


Liberty and Property of England, 1 


leave every Man to judge, and then 
conſider with themſelves, what a Blef- 


ſing it is that his Majeſty puts it in 


your Power onee more, to chuſe ſuch 
Men as may be an Honour to your 
Country, and a Check upon an avari- 
tious Miniſtry, in whoſe Power it is 
when they have a Houſe of Commons 
at their Beck to ſtrip you of your 
Weakly and Liberties at once. This 
B 2 is 
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is of Importance enough to demand 
your Care in this Election, and let me 
be free with you, if you intend to 
fave poor England, you muſt take this 
general Meaſure, viz, to guide and fix 
your Choice upon Men you have rea- 
ſon to believe are able and' dare ſerve 


their Country in ſpite of Corruption 
and Bribery. 


The Words of the Writ, by which 
you are impowered to chuſe your Re- 
preſentatives, (at leaſt the Import of 
them is this,) To chuſe wiſe Men, fear- 
ing God, and hating Covetouſneſs ; And 
> to do ſays the ſame Writ > To 
advuiſe the King of weighty Matters of 
the Kingdom. Let us not then play 
the Fools or Knaves to neglect, and be- 
tray the common Intereſt of the Coun. 
try, by a baſe Election; let neither 
Fear, Flattery, or Gain byaſs us. We 
muſt not make our publick Choice, the 
recompence of private Favours from 
our Neighbours ;, they muſt excuſe us 
for that, the weight of the Matter will 

II very 


(9) 
very well bare it. This is our Inhe- 
ritance, all depends upon it. Men do 
not uſe to lend their Wives, or give 
their Children to ſatisfy perſonal Kind- 
neſſes, nor muſt we make a ſwap of 
our Birth-right (and that of our Po- 


ſterities too) for a Meſs of Pottage, a 


Feaſt, or a drinking Bout; there can 
be no Proportion here, and therefore 
none muſt take it ill that we uſe our 
Freedom about that, which in its Con- 


ſtitution, is the great Bulwark of all 


our ancient Engliſh Liberties. Truly 


our not conſidering what it is to chuſe 
2 Parliament, and how much all is up- 
on the Hazard in it, may at laſt loſe 
us fatally by our own Choice; for I 
muſt needs tell you, ſuch is the happy 
. Conſtitution and Frame of our Govern- 
ment, and ſo ſtrongly haye our Ance- 
ſtors ſecured our Liberty and Property, 
that you can never be ruined, unleſs 
you become the Authors of your own 
Ruin; you cannot be Enſlaved, but 
with Chains of your own making; 
and as you are never undone, till you 
are 


69 


are un done by Law, ſo you can ne- 
ver be undone by Law, till you chuſe 
your own undoing Legiſlators; and 
what Man then would Sacrifice his 
Throat to his own Hands? 


We the Commons of England are a 
great part of the fands Govern- 
ment of it, and threę Rights are fo 
peculiar and inherent to us, that if we 
will not throw them away for Fear or 
Favour, for Meat and Drink, or thoſe 
other little preſent Profits that ill Men 
offer to tempt us with, they cannot 
be altered or abrogated, And this I 
thought to give you a hint off, that 
you may know what ſort of Creatures 
you are, and what your Power is, leaſt 
thro' Ignorance of your own Strength, 
vou turn Slaves to the Humours of 
thoſe, that properly and truly are but 
your Servants. 


The firſt of thefe three Fundamen- 
tals is Property; that is, Right and Ti- 
tle to your own Liberties and Eſtates : 
In 


39 

In this every Man is a ſort of little 
Sovereign to himſelf. No Man has 
Power over his Perſon to impriſon or 
hurt. it, nor over his Eſtate to invade 
or uſurp it. Only your own tranſgreſ- 
ſing the Laws (and thoſe of your own 
making too) lays you open to Los, 
which is but the Puniſhment due te 
your Offences, and this but in Propor- 
tion to the Fault committed; ſo that 
the Power of England is a legal Power, 
which truly Merits the Name of a Go- 
vernment; that which is not Legal is 
Tyranny, and not properly a Govern- 
ment. Now here the Law is Umpire 
between the Ang, Lords, and Commons, 
and the Right and Property is one in 
kind through all Degrees and 8 
in the 2 | va 


The 8 F 8 chat is your 
Birth. right, and Inheritance, is Legiſa- 
tion, or the Power of making Laws. No 
Law can be made or abrogated in Eng- 
land without you. Before Henry. tha 
Third's time, your Anceſtors, the Free- 

W men 
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men of Bos land met in their own Per- 


ſons, but cheir Numbers much increa- 
ſing, the Vaſtneſs of them, and the Con- 
fuſion that muſt needs attend them, 
making ſuch Aſſemblies not practicable 
for Buſineſs, this way of Repreſentatives 
was firſt pitch d upon, as an expedient, 
both to maintain the Commons right, and 
to avoid the Confuſion of thoſe mighty 


| Numbers. So that now, as well as then, 
no Law can be made, no Money le- 


vied, nor a Penny legally demanded 
(not even to defray the Charges of the 


Government) without your own con- 


ſent. 


The third great fundamental Right 
and Privilege is Executive, and holds 
Proportion with the other two, in or- 
der to compleat both your Freedom and 
Security, and that is your Share in the 
judicatory Power, in the Execution and 
Application of thoſe Laws that you 
agree to be made, inſomuch that no 
Man according to the ancient Laws of 
this Realm, can be adjudged in Matter 
either 


0 27 
either * Life, Liberty, or Eſtate, but 


it muſt be by the Judgment of his 
Country, that is, twelve Men of the 


try. 


Conſider, Gentlemen, that there is 
nothing more your Intereſt, than for 
you to underſtand your Riglit in the 


Government, and to be conſtantly jea- 
lous over it; for your well-being de- 


pends entirely upon its Preſervations 


In all Ages there have been ill Men, 


and we to be ſure are not without 
them now, ſuch as being conſcious to 
themſelves of ill Things, and dare not 
ſtand a Parliament, would put a final 
Diſſalution upon the very Conſtitution 
itſelf to be ſafe, that ſo we might ne- 
ver ſee ariother; but this being a Task 
too hard to a their next expedi- 
ent is to make them for their turn, by 


directing and governing the N 


and herein tliey are very artful, 


too often ſucceſsful, which indeed is 
worſe for us than if we had none. 


© Foy 


Neighbourhood, commonly call'd a Ju- 


(14) 
For thus the Conſtitutions of Parlia- 
ment, may be deſtroyed by Parliament, 
and we who by Law are free, may 
come to be made Slaves by Law, if 
then you are free, and reſolve to be ſo; 
if you have any regard to God's Pro- 
vidence in giving you a Claim to fo 
excellent a Conſtitution, if you will not 
void your own Rights, and lay a Foun- 
dation of Vaſſelage to your unborn Fol- 
lowers, the poor Poſterity of your 


Loins, for whom God and Nature, and 


the Conſtitution of the Government 


have made you Truſtees, then ſeriouſly 
weigh theſe following Particulars, 


You muſt conſider, that they whom 
you chuſe will reprefent your Quali- 
ties, as well as your Perſons; and if 
you ſend us up a falſe Glaſs, it will re- 
preſent you with an ugly Face. You 
have hitherto had the repute of an an- 


cient grave People, but if you chuſe 


raw Saplings, Greenbeade, unexperienced 
Children, the World will judge you, as 
= once did the Grecians, that you 

were 


* 


(215) | 
were either always Children, or grown 
twice Children, You have formerly 
had the Character of a ſober temperate. 
Nation, but if you chuſe Drunkards to 
repreſent you, they will conclude you 
are all Drunk; it has ſometimes been 
your Glory, that you were 2 generous 

People; but if you ſend up a Company 
of ſordid, ſaleable, and mercenary Souls 
to repreſent, or rather betray you, you 

will forfeit that Glory, and the World 
will judge that you your ſelves are be- 1 
come Mercenary. | 


Upon your Choice in this Election, 
depends Proſperity or Miſery ; for we 
muſt either grow happy ſoon, or ſink 
at once. If you are repreſented by 
Members, that will betray you to the 
Ambition and Avarice of a Miniſtry, 
you will find inftead of paying the 
Nation's. Debts, new Supplies granted 
to maintain them in their Exorbitances, 
publick Credit fink inſtead of riſing, 
and the whole Nation inſtead of re- 
Pairing its ſhattered State by the late 
= B 2 trea- 
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treacherous Proceeding of the South-Sea 
Company, may be, I ſay (which God 
forbid) fink into the Hands of an un- 
limited Power, This, Gentlemen, ought 
to ſtir you up to conſider what Men 
are moſt requiſite at ſuch a tickliſh 
point of Time, at a Time when your 
Credit (which is the very Soul of 
your Nation) is to be raiſed, or you 
may dwindle away into a petit Pro- 
vince, unable to reſiſt a foreign Pow- 
er ſhould it invade you. Dreadful 
thought! but as dreadful as it is, tis 
unavoidable, unleſs the Wiſdom of the 
Legiſlators provide early againſt it. 


When I think of a Set of People, well 
known in England by their Writings, 
which tend directly to a Common-wealth, 
I cannot but fr they ſhould' get the 
upper-hand, bo, who: can. but dread 
the thought of a ſpunge, which may 
wipe out both Debts' and the preſent 
Eſtabliſhed Government at a ſweep. 
Then the cry would be Liberty, but 
che e 0 Plenty would 


de 
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be the gawdy Bate to allure the Sub- 


jet, but rfion would ſoon follow, 


A Prefident for this we are all acquain- 


ted with in the Rump Parliament, when 
under the pretence of Liberty, we ſa- 


crificed a King, and changed the hap- 


pieſt Government- into an outragious 
Common-wealth , where Men's Lives 


were as ' precarious, as the on | 


Minds of their Governours. 


We have a Set of People among us, 


whom ] fear favour their Principles, and 


theſe I would have you enrol in your 
black Liſt, as the avow'd Enemies of 
Monarchy, ſtigmatize them vvith a di- 


ſtinguiſhing Mark, that you may avoid 


them in your Election, as you vvould a 
Rock in the Ocean; theſe are a People 
that vvould flatter you into a belief, 
they have no Deſign to undermine or 
betray your Intereſt; their Policy lies 


in making you ſecure in your ſelves, 


that you may not be ſecure from them; 
could they once fink you aſleep, their Bu- 
ſineſs is eaſily done; could they once riſe 
R 7: you 


E— os 
ou up to an entire Confidence in them, 
they vvould ſoon throvy you headlong 
into Deſpair, and vvhen they have once 
mounted you above a reaſonable Fear, 
they vvould fink you belovy all com- 
fortable Hope; theſe are the Men 
yvhoſe cry is moſt for the Church, 
and haye leaſt of 1t at Heart ; theſe 
are your ſubtile Enemies, and there- 
fore the more Dangerous. Theſe are 
the Men that when you think em 
your greateſt Friends, will ſtrip you 
of all that can be dear to you, and 
your Poſterity. Of lovv great Im- 
portance therefore your Care is in 
this Election, to guard againſt Men 
of ſuch vile Principles, every Man 
who has the good of his Country at 
Heart, ought to ju age, | 


"1 vvould not have you forget ſuch 
Men as you find have been intruſted 
by the Nation to preſent it in former 
Parliaments, vvho have baſely ſold 
themſelves, their Votes and You fox 


annual Penſions, gainful Offices, and 
Can 


(19) 

can give you a Reaſon too, why they 
have ſold you, becauſe they firſt bout 
you, and *tis but reaſonable that they 
who purchaſed ' your Votes in the 
Country at Elections, ſhould ſell their 
own in the Houſe, and that at as | 
dear a Rate as 8 


In your Election, receive no Man's 


Bribe or Gift, to chuſe him, but be 


aſſured he will be baſely falſe to you, 
that baſely tempts you to be falſe to 
your Country, your ſelf, and your 
Children. *Tis nothing leſs than ſel- 
ling your Country, your Liberty, Pro- 
perty, and every Thing our Legiſlators 
have provided againſt Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion. All honeſt Men will think 
they have given enough for their 
Choice, that they pay their Electors 
in a conſtant painful Attendance, but- 
ſuch as give Money to be choſen, would 
get Money by being choſe; their De- 
ſign is not to ſerve you, but themſelves, 
and then fare you well. It renders 
our Conſtitution contemptible, that any 


ſhould 


( 20 3 

 thouid ſay, I can be choſen if Tü ſpend 
Money enough. Tis faid, and not 
without Reaſon, that an Election which 
ought to be a ſerious Thing, and grave- 
ly and ſoberly perform'd, is attended 
with more Drunkenneſs and Extrava- 
gancies than any wild May-games in 
uſe among us. Thus by making Men 
Law-breakers, we it ſeems make them 
fit for chuſing Law-makers, their Choice 
being the Purchaſe of Exceſs. But 
muſt we always owe our Parliaments 
to Rioting and Drunkenneſs? And muff 

Men he made uncapable of all Choice, 

before they chuſe their Legiſlators 2 
Were you to chuſe Arbitrators in any 
private Difference between each other, 
would you be as careleſs, and take a 
trifling Sum of a Man to chuſe him an 
Arbitrator, who would be bribed to 
give it againſt you 2 Moſt certainly you 
would not, with what Reaſon then can 
you take a Bribe from them, on whoſe 
Honeſty and Integrity depends all you, 
and your Poſterity may. enjoy for: ever. 


The 


R 


The next ſet of People 1 would 
have you avoid in your Election, are 
your Penſioners, or reputed Penſjoners, tis 


not only highly againſt your Intereſt, 
but tis diſgraceful to the Patliament 


you chuſe. The Repreſentatives of a 
Nation ought to confiſt of wiſe, ſo- 
ber, and valiant People, not of mean 
fordid Spirits, that would ſell the In- 
tereſt of the People that chuſe them 
to advance their own, or be at the 
beck of ſome great Man in hopes of 
a lift to à good employ; pray be- 
ware of theſe, you need not be ſtreight- 
ned, the Country is wide, and the 
Gentry numerous. 1 could wiſh it 
were poſſible for me to give you 2 
Liſt of the Penſioners, but that's out 
of my Power: If the late Parliament 
bad 5. been as juſt to the Nation's In- 
tereſt in this particular, as the Par- 
liament that was fitting in One Thou- 
ſand Six Hundred Seventy Nine, it 
might have been done ; for it ue 
in the Votes of Friday the 23d o 

_— May, 


. 22 y | 
May, Anno Predifo, what effequal 
means the then fitting Members took 
to expoſe the Penſioners to publick 
View. May the 7th 1679, a Bill 
was read a ſecond Time, for hin- 
drins any Members of the Houſe 
from accepting any Office or Employ- 
ment from the King during that Seſ- 
ſions; and it was reſolv'd, That all 
the Countries, Cities, and Corporations 
in England, were at that Time more 
highly concern d than ever, to make 
Choice of ſuch for Parliament Men as 
might. not ſell the People, but ſave 
them, to the happy Settlement of the 
bleeding Kingdom. This was a reſolve 
worthy the Repreſeritatives of a free 
People. I ſhould be very glad to 
know, whether we ſtand not in full 
23 much need of ſuch Men now, as 
then. Now (if I may. be allowed the 
Expreſſion of a worthy. Member of 
the laſt Parliament) when, Corruption 
and Bribery are become National Vi ice g, 
and even threaten the Foundation ,of 
our Conſtitution, now when Nen are 


packed 
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packed ger her to ſerve the turn of 4 


Miniſtry in Parliament, and are no 
ways fit, unleſs they throw away the 
Intereſt of their Country, and make 
it ſubſervient to all other. The Bill 
I mentioned before was an admirable 
one, and one that was of ſervice to 
the Nation in general, tho' diſadvan- 
tagious to the Court, and a Perſon 
who accepted of a Place was no lon- 
ger a Member of the Houſe, but if 
the People had been bribed to re- 
chuſe ſuch a Perſon as had forfeited 
his Seat in the Houſe, they them- 
ſelves had deſtroy d the Law of their 


own making to hinder ſuch Abuſes. 


Chuſe no offer at 8 or whoſe | 
e is durante bene placito, 
neither do I mean this as a Reflection 
upon His Majeſty, who being one part 
of the Government, ſhould leave the 
other free, without the leaſt awe or 
influence, to hinder its Proceedings. 
Beſides, an Officer at Court, is under 
the temptation of being byaſs'd, and to 

D 2 ſay 
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ſay true, an Officer at Court to a 


Parliament Man, is but a ſofter Word 
for à Penſion, and the pretence it has 


| above the other, is the Danger of it. 


In. the next place chuſe no indi- 
gent Perſon, thoſe naturally fall into 


the temptation of abuſing their Truſt 


to gain their own Ends; far ſuch do 
not prefer you, which ſhould be the 
end of their Choice, but raiſe them- 


ſelves by you. Suſpect all Men who 
offer to bribe high, for they are pret- 


ty ſure to be repay d, or they would 
never pay ſo dear the your Votes, 
Tis rare to find Men ſuch Patriots 
as to ſquander away their Subſtance 
in Elections, purely out of love to 
their Country, nay, tis a Contradicti- 
on in its ſelf to think an honeſt Man 
would baſely bribe a Corporation to 


chuſe him their Repreſentative, when 


his Integrity in aſſerting the Rights 


and Privileges of thoſe he repreſents, 


fully anſwers the end for which he 


| was choſe, And the Obligation ought 
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to lie upon the Corporation, and vet 


upon the Repreſentative. 


need not refreſh” your Memories 
with” feveral Inſtances of late, which 
ought to mark out the Promoters. as 
unfit Perſons to be intruſted with the 
Nation' s Safety, and ought likewiſe- to 


over-power whatever Intereſt they may 


make in behalf of others, I mean, 


the Betrayers of their Country, and ſuch 
as have endeavoured to skreen them 


from condign Puniſhment ; the Betray- 


ers are well known, and 1 believe the 
People of England have given a good 
Gueſs at thoſe that were the Skreeners 
of thoſe falſe Men. Tis hard to ſay 


which of them has had the greateſt 


Share in reducing the Nation's Inte- 
reſt to the loweſt Ebb. And ſhall we 
then truſt theſe very People with our 
Lives and Fortunes, who have once 
brought us to the brink of Deſtructionꝰ 
Or even any Body they can recom- 
mend ? For they certainly will repre- 
ſent thoſe whoſe Intereſt they are choſs 


by, 
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by, and not tlie Intereſt of thoſe that 
choſe them. For your better Inſtruc- | 
tion, pernſe a Liſt which I am inform- 
ed will be Printed of the Voters in 
the laſt Parliament, by that you may 
learn how jealous ſeveral of the Mem- 


bers have been of your Liberties, and 


have not been aſhamed to fide with 
the Minority, having nothing more at 
Heart, than acquitting themſelves with 


Honour, and a good Conſcience of the 


Truſt you repoſed in them. | 


0 not thoſe eſcape your Know- 
ledge, ' who have theſe many Years | 


voted 2 flanding Army, 'a thing Eng- 


land was never ſubje& too, but upon 


an urgent Neceſſity; we have had 
terrible Frights and 7 ears from a Gen- 


tlenian beyond Seas, we have had In- 


vaſions, when an Army was neceſſary 


to withſtand the Bug- bare of Poper 'y 


and Arbitrary Power ;, but when Pope- 
ry 1s: flown to Rome, and Arbitrary 


Power J hope farther yet, they ſtill 


you: an Army neceſſary, and a con- 
ſtant 


"$63 
ſtant Expence entail'd upon us, and 1 
fear our Poſterity too. If an eminent 
Danger be the only Reaſon that can 
be given for a ſtanding Ar. y, I think 
it but reaſonable and juſt, that when 
that's once removed, all neighbouring 
Kingdoms, not only at Peace with us, 
but are likewiſe Guarantees for the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion; tis but reaſon- 
able, I ſay, that Me ſhould. be freed 
from the Expence and Slavery of it, 
ſince no reaſonable Grounds, are left 
to fear an Invaſion from any foreign 
Power. Time was, Gentlemen, when 
theſe very Men, who vote for a ſtand- 
ing Army, thought it the greateſt Grie- 
vance that could befal the Nation, to 
have fifteen or ſixteen Thouſand. Men 
paid out, of the Civil Liſt, without its 
being an additional Burthen to the Na- 
tion. This then was a direct Step to 
Arbitrary Power, a ſtanding Army was 
then the Nation's Rod, 'twas then the 
People's Burthen, and what was It not 
that could | caſt an odium on the keep- 
ing of a ſtanding Army in England 8 
'twas 


. 


_— | 
"was then againſt the very Foundati- 
on of Liberty and Property. No 
times are ſo changed, that *tis become 
eaſy; now ſome great Men find no 
Inconvenience ly it, and I wiſh to God 
they may not find their own Conve- 
nience at the Expence of the whole 
Nation. Now, Gentlemen, if you re- 
ſolve not to reject the Intereſt of ſuch 
People as theſe, you muſt be content- 
ed to drudge on as you are, and if 
Hunger, or vvant of Pay, pinches the 
Red Coat, you may ſee your Children's 
Bread plucked from their Mouths ; I 
do not ſay this vvill happen, or that 
any Man novv living vvould juſtify 
ſuch an Action, yet there may come 
over you Blood-ſuckers, that vvill take 
advantage of keeping up an Army, 
and vvho then vvill reſiſt the Syvord ? 2 
Lavv may be no more than a Cy- 
pher, and our Land may be over-run 
with Locuſts, and yet no preſage of 
the laſt great Day. You can't be too 
ſecure in this Point, though probably 
it may not fall to your Shares to ſuf- 
* fer 
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ker "theſe Miſeries, yet your Poſterity 
may, if God i in his Wrath ſhould ſend 
an Alien to reign over you, one who 

may | have no Ties of Love or Nature 
for you, nay, one whoſe” Intereſt may 
be t6* plunder you for the Support of 
his F ollowers 5 * theſe Miſeries, I ſay, 
your Poſterity may fall under, if our 
Repreſentatives will Vote for ſuch a Pre- 
ſident. Were the Reins of Govern- 
ment in any Harids; ' But thoſe of his 
preſent Majeſty, I ſhould dread an ap- 
proaching Miſery, and that would make 
you more ſenſible of the Danger. I 
know; "Gentlemen, were I to ask the 
Differetic between a ſtanding Army 
now, and one ſix of ſeven and thirty 
Years Ago, the Anfwer would be made 
me, , that it was then to eſtabliſh Pope- 
y and Arbitruty Power, and to over- 
Ane "the | eftabliſh'd Church of the 
Nation; be it ſo, you ſee all People 
agree, that 2 ſtanding Army was the 
Means to introduce an Abſolute Mo- 
narchy, and change the eſtabliſhed Go- 
verhment; Thi way. then hereafter be 
E the 
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the Means to introduce Mabomitaniſm, 

Arianiſm, Lutheraniſm, Judaiſm, or any 
Se& that ſhall ſuit beſt with the Go- 
vernours of the Kingdom. Lou pre- 
vented. the Deſigns of a ſtanding Army, 
by calling over King William, who pre- 
ſerved your Rights and Privileges. e 
T hope your Repreſentatives. will. pre- 
vent the eftabliſhing of any new Sed, 
by the disbanding of the Army, and be 
always ready to grant it upon, an ur- 
gent. Neceſſity, for the Preſervation of 
the Kingdom, and. on no, other Ac- 
count whatſoever. I; would deſire you 
all. to inform your ſelves, as near as 
poſſible, what Men have conftantly 
voted for it, and then guard your ſelyes 
againſt ſuch Men as make a Merit of 
giving up your Liberties. and. Proper- 
ties. The Gentlemen of the Red Cloth, 
you may be ſure, find their Intereſt in 
keeping up of a ſtanding Army, and 
while you chuſe them, reſt fatisfied, 
they II keep themſelves in pay, let the 
coſt, be to the Nation what it will 3 
| ble they who ficht for M "ney, will 


vote 


us © MP 
vote for Money as a much eaſier Task. 
Another Reaſon preſents it ſelf to me, 
which is, that I think the Gentlemen 
differ but in Name from Penſſonerc, 
for 'tis as eaſy to order a Man to fell 
his Commiſſion, as tis to withdraw A 
Penſion for voting againſt a Miniſtry. 
I think, Gentlemen, my Reafons for 
your not chuſing the Gentlemen of the 
Army for your Repreſentatives, are ſuf- 
ficient to convince you of what ill 
conſequence it may be to a free Par- 
liament; they can't ſerve in the Houſe 
and Field at once. In time of War 
they muſt ſerve Abroad, and the Bu- 
ſinels of the Corporation they repre- 
ſent, muſt lie neglected. I ptomiſe my 
ſelf from theſe and ferent” other Rea- 
ſons, that you will not be fo blinded 
with gawdy Cloaths and glittering Pelf, 
as to entail upon your Selves and Po- 
ſterity, not only the annual Expence, 
but likewiſe the Slavery that coliftanitly ; 
attends it. | | 
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2 to > al Gentlemen, I N 
have you avoid thoſe who have been 
ready upon all Occaſions to grant Sup- 
plies, without knowing the Uſe they 
are to be applied too. I remember a 
Bill paſt ſome time ago for Two 
Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Pounds, 
which was to make the Nation eaſy 
and happy for ever after; this was a fine 
Bait, and a trifling Sum, for ſo great 
an End, but to this, Day we have had 
no Account laid before the Houſe how 
this Money has been expended, and 1 
may ſay, we have for it, few or none 
of — — Effects of it. It might have 
been employed to the fore mentioned 
End, and yet not have. met with the 
deſired ; Succeſs, Mill, 6; ought not to 
have been a Secret to the Parliament 
that granted it, and we are not ig- 
norant that an Account has been de- 
manded, but a Majority in the late 
Parliament put a ſtop to it, and re- 
fuſed to make themſelves Judges of the 
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laying out of that Money. Theſe 
are thoſe I would have you ſet a black 
Brand upon, and aſſure your ſelves, 
that whilſt they are a ſquandring a- 
way your . Subſtance, : they are a fil- 
ling their own Purſes. There's, no 
Loyal Subject, I am ſure, can be for 


_ refuſing His Majeſty Supplies to main- 


tain the Dignity of the Crown, and 


defend his People in their Rights and 
_ Privileges from any Foreign Powers 


But to give away our Subſtance, we 
know not why, nor wherefore, who 


can ſee it without the utmoſt Regret ? 


Tis not the trifling Sum above-men- 
tioned can hurt us, hut its being 
often repeated amounts to the final 
Ruin and Deſtruction of the People. 
The Scripture tells us, That the Al- 
mighty has ſet Bounds to the Ocean, 


and ſays unto it, Hitherto ſhall thy 


proud Waves come, and no further; 
but when ſhall we ſee Bounds ſet to 
the Profuſeneſs of Men > When ſhall 


d - 
T37 1 HY 
5 | we 


(34 ) 
we ſec a Branch of the Nation's Ex- 
petice without' a Deficiency 2 When 
ſhall we fee Patriots riſe, whoſe on- 
ly Ambition will be the Glory of 
doing well, and be contented to be 
thought juſt and honeſt Men? When 
ſach Men are your Repreſentatives, | 
Bribery will have no Effect. Then 
you may {ay, your Eſtates are your 
own, and your Liberty and Property 
ſecured to you in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner 3 then Juſtice will reign through | 
the whole Nation, and we ſhall all 
equally ſhare in it. But Bribery, which 
is become a National Vice, ſerves now 
for packing of Parliaments, for the 
uſe of a Miniftry, who diſpoſe of 
you and your Fortunes as they pleaſes 
If- you can bear this, chuſe them that 


will give you moſt Money, if not; 


you muft take no Bribe, Dt chuſe 
ſuch as you have Reaſon to believe 
will be true to their * | 


Now; 
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Now, dear Chuntrymen, thar 1 have 
Kid. before you the means you Have 
to prevent your utter Ruin, let it 
not be ſaid when. both are laid be- 
fore you, you have choſen Miſery 
before F * 8 a tender 4 


* * > 


Truſt ere in — in the br: 
Parliament, and where vou find your 
ſelves miſtaken (and truly in ſome 
vou were ſadly miſtaken) TeAtfy your 
Error, and let your ſecond. Thoughts 
compenſate whatever failing, you were 
Guilty, off in your laſt Choice. Be 
once for all. 1 8 to chuſe no 
Penſio oners, now pretty well known in 
the World, who will ſell their God, 
their King; their Country, for a- Mor- 
fel, of Bread. What Protection can 
vou expect from them, whoſe. only 
| Subſtance, . I may ſay, depends upon 
the Pleafure of the. Court? Will you 
chuſe them for * who were 
| . "RP 
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they not * of the Houſe. of 
Commons, would probably be Free- 
holders of tlie common Goals. Think 
not once of opening your Mouths for 
ſuch Men as theſe, who muſt fol- 
low the Whiſtle of their Maſters, and 
whoſe Offices, Preferments, Salaries, 
and Court Employnients lie ſo near their 
Hearts, that they have no room for their 
Country. Suſpect them, who by Ter- 
ror and Threats would awe you, or by 
Bribery, Feaſtings, and Entertainments, 
would allure you to proſtitute your 
V«ices for their Elections; you may 
be aſſured they never would bid. ſo 
high for your Suffrages, but that they 
know where to make their Markets, 
Let not Beg gart be your Repreſen- 
tatives, they will cut large Thongs 
out of your Sides, to ſpare their own, 
tis a Pleaſure to them to become Le- 
vellers, and make you as poor as 
themſelves ; how can they judge what 
18 expedient for the Nation to ſpare, 
N only Care is to get a Piece of | 

Money 


No 
Money to ſpend. Truly, Gentlemen, 
you muſt give me leave to tell vou, 
if you do not redreſs” theſe Evils in | 
your Choice, I fear God will permit 
you to fall into great Calamities by 
: thoſe you hate. You hate a Parlia- 
ment ſhould be at the Beck of a Mi- 
niſtry, yet you take the direct Me- 
thod to bring it about: Lou hate, 
and with Reaſon too, to fee your Na- 
tion run farther and farther in Debt, 
vet you chuſe thoſe very Men that 
are conſenting to it, and give away 
your Subſtance on the Word of a Mi- | 
niſter, without any farther Enquiry : 
You hate to ſee your Repreſentatives 
bribed, yet you your ſelves ſet them 
an Example. | 


Now , Gentlemen, as you tender | 

Vour Country's Good, your own, and 
your poor Poſterity's Welfare, pluck | 
up the O!d Engliſh Spirit, there ne- 
ver was more need than at preſcut, 


when Bribery is become ſo univerſal, 
that 


F 
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that you can hardly expect an Ati | 
ſwer to a civil Queſtion. from ſome 
People, but they expect to be paid 
for it. Now is the. critical Minute, 
if you intend to be free; now you 
muſt confider the Inconveniency | you. 
find in being repreſented by a corrupt 
Parliament, whoſe Intereſt is its Gods. 
and all for a- trifling Sum you receive 
for your Votes: For this you chuſe 
Wet who neglect, I will not ſay, 
betray the Nation, run it in Debt, 
and makes it indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to lay thoſe heavy Taxes we have 
laboured under ſo many Tears, and 
inſtead of paying the Nation's Debts, 
they run into greater Extravagancies. 
This, Gentlemen, I leave. to your con- 
fideration, I think it of no ſmall con- 
ſequence, | "but worthy. mine and eve- 
ry true Engliſoman's Reflection, that 
has a Senſe of the Bleſſing | of 'being 
born a- free Subject. If this Advice. 
has any. Effect upon you in regard 
. we your next Election, J ſhall think 


5 my 
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my ſelf ſufficiently rewarded for what 
I have done; and ſhall only de- 


fire to be nt what in Reality 
1 _ 


Philanglus: 


